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« Optimal blood fill volumes critically
determine the diagnostic yield of your
bicod cultures. Each mi of biood, up to
10 mi, can increase the sensitivity of the
blood culture by 3-5%5.€. While overfilling
of bottles may cause false-positivity,
underfilling reduces the sensitivity of bicod
cultures.

« Laboratories should routinely monitor
the volume of blood cultured as a quality
assurance activity and provide feedback to
clinical staff to insure an adequate volume
of blood is drawn for blood culturing.

« However, manuzl blood volume
monitoring is time consuming and tedious,

therefore not commonly done.
CAUTION: E
overfilling :
'
nin B "
CAUTION: e
reduced B
sensitivity
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On the bottle, write tech # or initials of person
drawing, time of
5 Collection, and site (line, red port, etc) if

la applicable.
DO NOT WRITE OVER THE BARCODES.
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Lab Label Barcode

Bottle Barcode
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BD EpiCenter - improving efficiency and patient care via real-time communication.
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